
Communication is key. Unfortunately,
it seems this is a skill lacking in those
who make decisions about our region.
   Leaders stretching from Westminister to
the local level are apparently not in
communication with each other and
several of them have written to
Cambourne Crier about a recent
government announcement.
   Michael Gove, Secretary of State for
Levelling Up, Housing and Communities
(DLUHC, has outlined plans to deliver a
million new homes nationally, focusing on
towns and cities and starting with
Cambridge. This follows a story in The
Sunday Times recently – which the local
council had no prior knowledge of –
reporting on government plans to turn
Cambridge into Britain’s 'Silicon Valley' by
boosting building and adding as many as
250,000 new homes within 20 years.
   The figure has come as a shock to
residents, local authorities and indeed to
our MP, given that none of them have
been consulted about the proposal.

   If DLUHC officials had spoken with local
representatives, they would have been
told categorically that development on
this scale is impossible to deliver for
many reasons, not least because we
simply don’t have enough water.
   There's not enough water to cope with
development under the existing local plan,
nor the Liberal Democrat-led Council’s
proposed 57,000 new homes under its
emerging local plan, nor the additional
homes that East West Rail says are
needed to justify its business case.
   To suggest that 250,000 homes could
be delivered in the next 20 years is a pipe
dream. We know this because the
Environment Agency (EA) is now
objecting to all new major housing
developments in South Cambridgeshire
due to concerns about water scarcity. It is
the first time in its history that it has
intervened in a local planning process in

this way due to water concerns. It has
officially classed the Cambridge Water
area as ‘seriously water-stressed' and
now wants certainty that new major
developments will not give rise to a further
deterioration of local water environments
– notably our rare chalk streams.

We have the district council questioning
the government and our MP questioning
both the government and the local council.
A boost for business is great, but Silicon
Valley is not a massive housing estate.
   We are already dealing with a lack of
infrastructure in the region. You need
doctors and schools and shops and jobs.
Simply building new houses with no or
insufficient amenities is unsustainable.
Particularly when one of the things most
needed is water.
    This article was compiled from letters
submitted by South Cambs District
Council and Anthony Browne MP.
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Regional
building plans
fall short of
reality

More details on page 22...

Do we understand the impact of East
West Rail on the region?

Find out more on page 28...

CTFC has been awarded Cambs FA's
Grassroots Club of the Year

Jeavons Wood wins 'Best in Show
- People's Choice' award

See page 4 for more...

Letter to the editor CTFC: Club of the year!Flower Festival

The announcement is in addition to the homes
already being developed at West Cambourne



Cambourne Crier is the only
independent, non-profit
publication delivered to all
Cambourne residents each
month. Any profits are distributed
to the community through our
Community Fund. Cambourne
Crier is compiled entirely by
volunteers.
This month’s editors were:
Donavan Bangs, Paul Jobling,
Paula Brown, Seema Achall,
Andreea Mihalca and Leiya Vickery.
Distribution: John Panrucker
Finance: Pam Hume
Website & design: Tim Nash

To advertise please contact:
janetpendrill@gmail.com
For leaflet distribution contact:
John Panrucker:
delivery@cambournecrier.org

Editorial submissions:
Submissions for the September
2023 Edition must be received by
9pm on Sunday 13th August 2023.
Please email articles and attached
photographs to
editorial@cambournecrier.org
You can now mail items to
Cambourne Crier
The Hub, High Street, Great
Cambourne, Cambridge CB23 6GW

By submitting photographs you
confirm you have permission from
the photographer and anyone in the
photos for us to print them.

GET INVOLVED!
We are looking for volunteers. If you
would like to join our editorial team,
please get in touch on
editorial@cambournecrier.org
CRIER COMMUNITY FUND
Our community fund enables us to
make grants to local clubs, societies
or causes. Do you need new
equipment for your group?  Do you
want to set up a new group and
need some funding to get going?
Contact pamhume1@gmail.com for
more information or download the
application form at
www.cambournecrier.org

CAMBOURNE CRIER CAMBOURNE TOWN COUNCIL
Cambourne Community Fete

Saturday 16th September from 12pm.
Cambourne Community Fete is organised
by the Town Council will take place on
Saturday 16th September at Cambourne
Sports Pitches, 12 – 6pm.
   We will be joined by numerous
community groups, sports clubs, local
businesses and charities.
   Cromwell Vets will be joining us again to
host the popular dog show and agility
course. Cambridge 105 radio are
supporting once again with comparing
and organising fantastic bands and
musicians. Cambourne Town FC and The
Dugout will be providing the bar.
   More information to be published in the
September edition of Cambourne Crier
with all the activities, food, entertainment
for the day. Any businesses that want to
support the event by donating a raffle
prize, please get in touch:
community@cambournetowncouncil.gov.uk
Final reminder for stall enquiries:
the deadline for booking a stall will be
Friday 1st September.
    The Circus visits Cambourne
John Lawson’s Circus will be on Great
Cambourne Green from Thursday 31st
August until Sunday 3rd September.  Fun
for all of the family.

Bins and fly tipping
The grounds team have noticed an
increase in the bins around the town
being used for household rubbish as well
as large items being dumped next to
them. An example: large amounts of
rotting meat have been found in bins. This
is not the appropriate way to dispose of
household waste. Large items must be
disposed of at a recycling centre or
arrange bulky collection through South
Cambs District Council, or a licensed
collector. Fly tipping is an offence under
the Environmental Protection Act (1990)
and offenders may face up to £50,000 fine
and/or up to 5 years prison sentence.

Town Council emails
We are pleased to have the Town Council
emails working again. Below are useful
emails you can write to:
Town Clerk:
clerk@cambournetowncouncil.gov.uk
General Enquiries:
office@cambournetowncouncil.gov.uk
Bookings Enquiries:
bookings@cambournetowncouncil.gov.uk
Accounts:
accounts@cambournetowncouncil.gov.uk
Community:
community@cambournetowncouncil.gov.uk
Sports Pitches:
pitches@cambournetowncouncil.gov.uk
All Councillors:
councillors@cambournetowncouncil.gov.uk

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
August 2023

1st August at 7pm
Planning Committee

Followed by Full Council Meeting
15th August at 7pm
Planning Committee

(Subject to sufficient planning applications
being received)

5th September at 7pm
Planning Committee

Followed by Full Council Meeting

The Town Council Office:
The Hub, High Street, Cambourne, CB23 6GW.
Tel: 01954 714403
or email office@cambournetowncouncil.gov.uk
John Vickery, Town Clerk: clerk@cambournetowncouncil.gov.uk
www.cambournetowncouncil.gov.uk
Facebook/Instagram:   @cambournetowncouncil

MOBILE POST OFFICE:
The Hub Car Park Mondays:
1.30-4pm
Wednesdays: 12.30-4pm
Tel:  01480 464 757

BIN COLLECTIONS:
Black Bin: Thursday 10th August and
Thursday 24th August
Blue\Green Bins: Thursday 3rd
August, Thursday 17th August and
Friday 1st September
More information
www.scambs.gov.uk/recycling
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COMMUNITY

Cambourne Town Council hosted Cambourne's fourth Repair
Café on Saturday 8th July, at the Hub Community Centre.
   51 items were seen at the Repair Café and items repaired on the
day included a sewing machine, robot hoover, pair of trousers,
bicycles, bracelets, paper shredder, electric drill and floor lamp.
   Thanks go to the brilliant repairers and those who helped organise
and run the event on the day.
   Our next event is scheduled for Saturday 2nd December at the Hub.
For more information about Repair Cafés see:
cambridgecarbonfootprint.org/repair-cafes

Cllr Greg Thompson, Organiser - Cambourne Repair Café

Another successful Repair Café
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COMMUNITY

Listeners to BBC Radio
Cambridgeshire heard on 25th June
about how 17 inspirational gardens and 11
blooming displays were enjoyed by over
100 visitors on that very hot weekend.
   'Service' was shown throughout the
Flower Festival: Jeavons Wood won Best
in Show - People's Choice and it bought
tears to eyes as it thanked our national
services with every pupil contributing.
   19 The Coffee House's display won,
Best in Show - Judge's Choice. 19 also
re-launched, in the church, serving all with
refreshments and care…
   Community was at the heart of St John
Fisher's Catholic Church's while our Town
Council and Rainbows were commended
for using living flowers. Inspirational words
from CamCareUK, Wellbeing and CERC

were well noted. Crafty Old Ladies'
tremendous talent and Baby and Toddlers
both showed hands on creativity. 3Cs
displayed beautiful service to church.
Cherish joined forces with Young Church
to put Christ into 't' service. Melody Bear
delighted children as she rescued a cat;
they never knew she was a firefighter
when she wasn't dancing with Jill Bridger!
   It was great to have the Wildlife Trust for
Cambs, Beds and Northants with Open
Gardens. One family, visiting from Dubai
(they must have brought the weather with
them) commented that seeing ALL 17
gardens was the best of family activities.
£700 was raised for Cambourne Church to
use in the work it does for the wider
community. To be involved next year,
please email juleshannaford@hotmail.com

Cambourne Open Gardens and Flower Festival

Opening times
Monday 9am - 5pm, Tuesday 9am - 1pm,
Wednesday closed, Thursday 4pm- 7pm,
Friday 9am - 5pm, Saturday 9am - 1pm, Sunday closed

Do come along to visit the library to choose your summer
reading. We have library e-books and e-audio books available for
you to download on your mobile device, using your library
membership. Details are available on the library pages of the
County Council website or ask library staff for more information.
Summer Reading Challenge - This year's Challenge, Ready,
Set, Read! is well underway, but if your children haven't signed
up yet, it is not too late, and it is free to join. The Challenge is
designed to keep children reading over the long summer holiday,
but above all it is fun. Everyone signing up has their own
collector's folder and bookmark, and the aim is to read at least six
books and collect stickers along the way. Every child who
completes the Challenge will receive a medal and certificate.
The children do need to have their own library card to take part,
but joining the library is easy, either in the library or online, and
library membership is free too! You can come into the library at
any time with you children to take part, but we have some special
Ready, Set, Read! sessions when our lovely young volunteers
will be in the library specifically to talk to the children about the
books they have been reading and to give them their stickers.
Mondays (not 28th August, Bank Holiday) 10am - 12 noon and
2-4pm; Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon;  Thursdays 2-4pm;
Fridays 10am - 12 noon and 2-4pm
To add to the fun, we are holding a series of events in the library
during August:

Dinosaur Event - Wednesday 9th August, 10-11.30am. Games,
stories and lots more fun! Children aged 3+, £2 per child
Magic Show! - Wednesday 16th August, 10.30am - 12.45 pm.
Children aged 4+, £5 per child
Circus Skills - Wednesday 23rd August, 10-11.15am and
11.30am - 12.45pm. Pendragon Circus will teach you how to
become a circus star! Children aged 7+, £5 per child
Family Games and Crafts - Wednesday 30th August, 10-
11.30am. All ages, £2 per child
Children must be accompanied by a parent/carer at all events.
Please book with library staff at the library, or email
cambourne.referral@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Engage at Cambourne Library- Wednesday 6th September,
2- 3.30pm - Come along to find out more about The Power of
Poles. Terri Lewis, qualified Nordic Walking coach will be telling
us about this fun activity, which is also beneficial to our health.
Tea/coffee and biscuits will be served.
Cambourne Lunch Bunch - Would you like to join a friendly
reading group meeting at lunchtime? Our library-based reading
group meets once a month on a Wednesday, normally the third
week of the month, at 12.30pm. Please ask library staff for more
information or come along to our next meeting, Wednesday 16th
August. You will be very welcome!
Digital Assistance - Our lovely computer buddying volunteer is
available and ready to welcome you at Cambourne Library every
Monday. If you need any help with using your laptop or tablet,
either a 'how do I' question or help with a particular task,
assistance will be available between 1-3pm. Please pre-book a
session with library staff.
Rhymetime/Storytime - our popular sessions for babies and
pre-schoolers and their parents/carers will re-start after the
summer holidays on Friday 8th September, from 9.30-10am.
There is no need to book, just pop along to join in the fun!

Cambourne Library
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WWW.LOVESFARMPHARMACY.CO.UK

FREE  PRESCRIPTION
DELIVERY SERVICE 

PRIVATE VACCINATION
AND TRAVEL CLINIC
RUNNING ALL YEAR

01480 215665
APP-  HEALTHERA 

YELLOW FEVER,HEPATITIS A, HEPATITIS B,DIPHTERIA,
TETANUS,POLIO,CHOLERA,RABIES,TYPHOID,JAPANESE
ENCEPHALITIS,TICK BORNE ENCEPHALITIS,MENINGITIS ACWY

GREAT CAMBOURNE,UPPER CAMBOURNE,
LOWER CAMBOURNE,WEST CAMBOURNE

FREE DOSETTE BOX
SERVICE & FREE DELIVERY
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COMMUNITY

Activities and inspiration for young
people are supported in South
Cambridgeshire thanks to the District
Council’s charity of the year.
   A local grassroots youth organisation
has been chosen as charity of the year by
South Cambs District Council.
   CYP enables young people to
participate in activities they help to
develop, including sport, cookery, and
community action projects. In addition,
young people can access mental health
and wellbeing support.
   CYP runs open access and targeted
youth clubs out of its base, called
Cambourne Soul, including activities
ranging from boxing and gaming to
playing pool, pizza making to movie
nights, litter picking and wellbeing support.
   Its youth workers also engage young
people in detached sessions in the
community and deliver one-to-one
sessions for those needing further
support.
   The charity’s key aims are to inspire and
raise the aspirations of young people in
the local community, particularly those
who are experiencing disadvantage in
various forms including social and
economic isolation, and challenging life
situations.
   Cllr Peter Fane said: “Cambourne Youth
Partnership is a wonderful charity carrying
out amazing grass roots support with our
local 11 to 18-year-olds. I am delighted to
be able to help by choosing them as our
charity of the year.

“We were pleased to hear representatives
from the charity, including young people,
address today’s Full Council meeting, to
outline their inspirational work and what
might be done to help them, including
fundraising at any civic events to help
deliver their objectives.”
  Nigel Taylor, Chair of Trustees with
CYP, said: “We are delighted to have
been named as the Chair of the District
Council’s charity of the year. We look
forward to working with Cllr Fane and the
rest of the Council in helping to give local
young people a voice, and promoting their
vital role in the community today and into
the future.”
   CYP works in partnership with
Cambourne Town Council and Romsey
Mill. Cambourne Town Council provides a
significant annual grant to CYP and also

owns the Cambourne Soul youth centre,
which is the base for many of CYP’s
activities and open access youth clubs.
Romsey Mill has 40 years’ experience
supporting young people, children and
families in and around Cambridgeshire, to
help transform lives. Romsey Mill makes a
significant financial and practical
contribution to the work of and CYP by
providing youth workers that are based
and work in Cambourne, as well as
infrastructure support.
   CYP is currently developing a new
Cambourne Youth Partnership website,
which is due to go live soon.
   Giving the presentation to Full Council
were charity volunteers Bella Newbigging
and Paige Barden, Youth Worker Emma
Whitbread and Chair of the CYP Trustees
Nigel Taylor.

CYP: District charity of the year

Activities with CYP this summer
The Cambourne Youth Partnership and Romsey Mill team
are so excited for summer and have lots on that young people
can get involved with at the Soul Youth Centre!
   On Wednesdays throughout the summer, we will have our
Art and Craft afternoons from 1:30-3:30pm which for those
who receive HAF funding will be followed by food from 3:30-
5pm. This is open to Year 6 who have just left primary school,
to those in Sixth Form.
   On Thursdays we will be enjoying some inflatable fun with
different inflatables planned for each week! This session will
be running at the following timings:

1:30-3pm for Year 6s (those moving up to secondary in Sept),
Year 7s and Year 8s

3-4pm HAF Lunch for young people who receive HAF funding

4-5:30pm Year 9 – Sixth Form.

We have also set a photography challenge for 4 young people
to win the opportunity for their photo to be up on the
Cambourne Soul’s wall for the next year, we can’t wait to see
everyone’s pictures!

(Left) L-R: Cllr Peter Sandford, CYP volunteer Bella Newbigging, CYP Chair of Trustees Nigel
Taylor, Cllr Peter Fane Chair of SCDC, Cllr Stephen Drew, Cllr Helene Leeming, Cllr Mark Howell
(Right) Cambourne Youth Partnership L-R volunteers Paige Barden & Bella Newbigging, Youth
Worker Emma Whitbread, Chair of Trustees Nigel Taylor
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Contact: David Dennis at Heat Street Ltd, 5a King Street, Potton, Bedfordshire SG19 2QT

Call us today 
07494 389 041
info@heatstreet.co.uk

• Natural Gas & LPG  
Boiler Installations 

• Boiler Replacements
• Full Central Heating  

Installations

• Annual Boiler Servicing 
• System Powerflushing
• Hot Water Cylinder Installation
• 0% Finance Available
• And More....

www.heatstreet.co.uk

• d Mor

Visit our website for an INSTANT QUOTE

0% 
Finance 
Options 
Available

TRUST YOUR LOCAL  
FAMILY BUSINESS

HEAT
STREET LTD

HEAT
STREET LTD

Solve your storage problems 
with TopStorage.co.uk

Our new indoor/outdoor Cambourne site 
and existing indoor St Neots site both offer 
easy 24/7 access via the  A428  ,  A1  and  A14 . 

 � Indoor/outdoor units from 25ft2 to 300ft2

 � Keyless unit locks via the mobile app

 � 24/7 CCTV with license plate recognition

 � Alarm systems on all indoor units

 � Online booking with insurance add-ons

 01954 607 551

COMMUNITY

2nd Cambourne Beavers recently enjoyed the annual
Beavers in Tents event held in St Ives.
   This was a Cambridgeshire county  event with 200 Beavers
under canvas. There were lots of fun, new activities and
experiences including fire lighting, orienteering, team games,
sausage cooking and campfire singing. It was a really great
couple of days and one very late night for some chatty Beavers!
   For many of them it was their first camping experience and
even first night away from their parents. It was a chance for
them to strengthen friendships within our group and make new
friends in other groups across Cambridgeshire.
    For more information about our Beavers, Cubs, and Scouts
(who need adult helpers) please email:
info@2ndcambournescoutgroup.org.uk

Beavers out and about!
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There is so much happening in Cambourne!
   Over the last couple of months, we’ve welcomed
billions in national government infrastructure
investment that will impact on Cambourne. We’ve
seen the final legal challenge against the fantastic
A428 dualling scheme come through, meaning the
work on that £900m road upgrade can start.
   I’m also working hard with the Department of
Transport to ensure Cambourne gets its own
station if East West Rail is to go ahead. I know
how frustrating it is for people in Cambourne to go
to work or school in Cambridge. These transport
improvements will transform our lives.

   Then we have the news that the new sixth form
for Cambourne Village College will be open for
students next year. It means that children from
Cambourne will be able to study their A-levels in
town, rather than travel to Cambridge or
Comberton! I’m delighted that these improvements
will make a huge difference in the town.
   That’s not to say I’m not looking to the next
challenge. I’ll be writing to the CEOs of Morrisons
and the Post Office, asking if the two can come
together and provide a permanent post office to
replace the current temporary service. And, as
ever, I’m supporting Councillors Shrobona
Bhattacharya and Mark Howell in their work
pushing the Pharmacy for clarity on its future and
integrating with West Cambourne.

COLUMNISTS
There is so much
happening in Cambourne

ANTHONY BROWNE
 MP FOR SOUTH

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
anthony.browne.mp

@parliament.uk

This month, the national government has
announced their planned route for East West
Rail (EWR).
   This will be a train route which runs from Oxford
to Cambridge, with stops in Milton Keynes,
Bedford, Tempsford, Cambourne and Cambridge
South, (Addenbrookes site). When asked about
the timescale, EWR said they aim to have the
railway built and running by 2030.
   There is still much to confirm. There will be a
period of statutory consultation to refine details of
the route and infrastructure in the first half of
2024. However, as it stands, the railway station

for Cambourne will be just north of the A428.
   EWR have confirmed that they will provide
infrastructure to make sure that the station is
accessible for pedestrians and cyclists most likely
in the form of a bridge. When asked about power
supply, EWR stated that electrification remains a
possibility, but there is the complexity of
connections to other lines and the need for high
levels of early funding from central government at
the start of the building process for this to happen.
   As your local elected representative, I will work
with my colleagues to endeavour to make sure
that Cambourne residents and our surrounding
communities get as much benefit from this
scheme as possible. In the meantime, please visit
eastwest.co.uk for more detailed information
about the plans such as maps and policies.

East West Rail and
Cambourne station

HELENE LEEMING
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

cllr.leeming@scambs.gov.uk

Crohn’s Disease and Ulcerative Colitis are the
two main conditions forming Inflammatory
Bowel Disease (IBD). Not to be confused with
IBS, (irritable bowel syndrome) IBD affects more
than 500,000 people in the UK and causes ulcers
and inflammation in the gut.
   In Crohn’s disease anywhere in the gut can be
affected from mouth through to anus. In
Ulcerative Colitis only the large bowel is affected.
   The most common symptoms of IBD are
diarrhoea (which can contain blood or mucus),
cramping pain in the abdomen, tiredness, mouth
ulcers, weight loss and anaemia (low iron levels).

Symptoms can also occur outside the gut such as
eye inflammation and joint pain.
   IBD is diagnosed using a combination of blood
tests, stool tests and an endoscopy to look
directly at the bowel which may show signs of
inflammation. In some cases scans may also be
needed to give further information.
   Although IBD is a serious condition, there are
many medications available to treat it including
specialist anti-inflammatory drugs, medicines to
suppress the immune system, steroids and
powerful biological drugs. However, sometimes
surgery to remove parts of the bowel is necessary.
There is much research ongoing into IBD which
aims to understand more about the condition,
improve treatments and ultimately find a cure.
    Reference/ further information:
www.crohnsandcolitis.org.uk

Inflammatory Bowel
Disease

CATHERINE PRICE
CAMBOURNE PARISH

NURSING SERVICE
nurse@cambourne

church.org.uk
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M: 07565 513291   |  E: office@inspirations.dance 
www.inspirations.dance 

COMMUNITY

In the vibrant town of Cambourne, the Muslim community
recently came together to celebrate the auspicious occasion of
Eid ul Adha. Muslims gathered with gratitude and joy to
commemorate Prophet Ibrahim's unwavering devotion to Allah.
   The festivities began with the Day of Arafah, where the Muslim
community united at the NCP to break their fast together,
showcasing solidarity and compassion.
   On Eid day, the entire Muslim community congregated at a
football pitch near the sports pavilion for a special prayer under
the open sky.
   Families joined in prayer, expressing gratitude for the blessings
bestowed upon them, adding to the beauty of the event.
   After the prayer, families enjoyed a delightful picnic, savouring
delicious meals and fostering stronger connections within the
community. Children played games, filling the atmosphere with
laughter and joy. It was a time of bonding and unity.
   The celebrations continued the following weekend with a dish
party and engaging activities for the children. The kids
participated in a lively Kahoot session, learning about the
significance of Hajj, the pilgrimage to Makkah, and the profound
meaning behind Eid.
   Eid ul Adha holds great significance for Muslims worldwide,
symbolising sacrifice, faith, and devotion. The celebration in
Cambourne not only brought the Muslim community closer
together but also promoted interfaith understanding and cultural
exchange, showcasing inclusivity and diversity.
   As the sun set on the festivities, the Muslim community in
Cambourne reflected on the blessings of Eid ul Adha, looking
forward to a future filled with peace and harmony. This sacred
occasion has undoubtedly strengthened the fabric of the
community, leaving a lasting impact on all participants..

    Discover the timeless beauty
of the Quran
Have you ever wondered about the book
that captivated the hearts and minds of
billions of people over the centuries? It is
the Quran, a divine revelation sent down
to the entire humanity.Now, we extend an opportunity to you, to
explore the beauty and wisdom within the pages of the Quran.
   For those interested, we are pleased to offer a complimentary
English copy of this remarkable book. Simply visit us at
www.cambournecrescent.org/contact and request your free copy.

Celebrating Eid ul Adha
in Cambourne
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CHURCHES

CAMBOURNE CHURCH
August is often a time for going away. It might be a seaside
holiday, a city break or a hike in the wilds. Many avoid August
because of the peak prices, but will nevertheless take a holiday
at some point during the year. Taking a break is important. There
is a strong Christian tradition that rest is part of God's intention
for humanity. From ancient times it was commanded that one
day a week should be set aside for rest and reflection. Bosses
could not require labour on all seven days of the week. Even
animals were allowed to rest. And this Sabbath day of rest was a
shared experience with an acknowledgment of God at its heart.
To be a workaholic was against the law.
   This served many purposes. It was a protection against
exploitation or a lack of self-care. It gave time for the worship of
God. And it reminded people that well-being did not rely upon
working every hour God sent. Some of the hours God sent were
to be used for rest.
   So can you manage to disengage from work this summer? Can
you take a rest and switch off the work phone, even if you do not
manage to go away? It is an important contributor to our well-
being. We are made for work and achievement, but we are also
made for rest and reflection. The modern way of talking about
this is "work-life balance", but the roots of such wisdom go back
millennia.

Revd Bill Miller

Cambourne Church Services for August 2023

6th August 10.00am All Age Communion Service

13th August 10.00am All Age Service

20th August 10.00am All Age Service

27th August 10.00am All Age Service

Unexpected things. Sometimes in life, things
happen that cause you to go through unexpected
circumstances. It could be something breaking on
your car or some person of low morals stealing the
copper phone lines, AGAIN. Any number of things
and this month those happened and more.
   Our helper Caleb was sponsored by another group
in the UK and due to some changes they are no
longer able to sponsor him, hence we are going to
attempt to do that for him. This will involve many
things, like charity registration and then getting a special license. It
is all quite fiddley and involves so much documentation and
regulation it is daunting, to say the least. However, in all of this one
thing must be evaluated is the task worth the effort? Is the difficulty
of the unexpected situation worth the work? For this so far yes as
he is actually useful. And I do not say that about everyone. Now I
am not an accountant nor a lawyer so things do not come easily
but with some help, I am getting through it.
   Now obviously you may not be going through that but you have
your own unexpected events and as you work through those do
keep your eyes on the prize as you evaluate the work versus the

reward. It is not always easy but most things of worth are
not without someone's sincere effort. The same is true in
raising children or managing relationships. If you want
the better outcome it will require sacrifice of some type.
   Maybe it takes money or time or putting off some
pleasures for the sake of another. Others have sacrificed
or worked on your behalf at some point because they felt
you were worth the effort. For the things but more
importantly, the people, of value in your life be willing to
make the effort. Make the calls or spend the time or do

what is needed to show them they are of value to you.
   I have often said it is not flowery words that express true intent or
feelings but what one will endure for the sake of another. Maybe an
extra shift at work or sleepless nights cooling their forehead when
they are sick. Maybe clearing rubbish or fixing something for them
will show them how much you value them.
   I certainly know a Saviour going to the cross in our place showed
his love for you and I. Why would he go? Because he valued us as
being worth the effort.
   Here is to a good summer Cambourne.

Pastor Donavan Bangs

Peacehaven Baptist Church: Pastoral Thoughts

Pastor
Donavan Bangs

A partnership of the Church of England, Baptist, Methodist &
United Reformed Church
www.cambournechurch.org.uk Twitter: @cambournechurch
Facebook: cambournechurch

PEACEHAVEN BAPTIST CHURCH.
SUNDAY MORNINGS - 10am Sunday school
11 AM Morning Worship
  find links on Facebook for
Peacehaven Baptist Church or look for

Donavan Bangs on Youtube

At the Cambourne Community Centre, the Hub
Pastor Donavan Bangs  01954 710510
PeacehavenBC@aol.com  peacehavenbc.org.uk
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CHURCHES

Cambourne's Special Visitor. A few weeks back, Bishop Peter
Collins, the new Catholic Bishop of East Anglia visited the
Church in Cambourne and celebrated Mass with St John Fisher
Parish. The church was full to the brim with people keen to see
his holiness and join in the service which included rousing
singing of hymns. During the Mass, four candidates were
Confirmed. Confirmation is the sacrament by which Catholics
receive a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Through
Confirmation, the Holy Spirit gives them the increased ability to
practice their Catholic faith in every aspect of their lives and to
witness Christ in every situation. After Mass, we enjoyed our
usual tea, coffee, and cake along with a chance to meet Bishop
Peter and pass him intentions for prayer.
   We are now starting to plan for 2024 Confirmation (school year
9 and above) and First Holy Communion (school year 3 and
above). If you have a child who wishes to start that journey in
faith, please complete the form on our website detailed above.

ST JOHN FISHER PARISH

OUR LADY OF LOURDES AND ST JOHN FISHER PARISH
Contact Details: Tel: 01223 832397; Mobile: 07754-227468.
Email: cambourne.sawston@rcdea.org.uk
Mass Times: Saturday Vigil Mass 5pm, Sunday 5pm, Mon -Wed
12.30, Thurs – Fri 6.30pm The Church Building on
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Cambourne.Sawston.
YouTube: Our Lady of Lourdes and Saint John Fisher Parish

* 
Pre-school for children age 3+ with wrap around care 

15/30 hours of funded provision with a qualified Early Years teacher 

Open from 8 am to  6 pm during term time 

Graded Good by Ofsted 

A caring and nurturing learning environment 

Visits welcome. COME AND DISCOVER THE MONKFIELD WAY. 
 

Contact us on: 01954 273377       

e-mail: clcoffice@monkeldpark.cambs.sch.uk   
www.monkeldpark.cambs.sch.uk 
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Opportunity to Join our Patient Participation Group (PPG)
Monkfield Medical Practice wishes to establish a diverse and
representative Patient Participation Group, which meets quarterly,
to proactively represent patients and champion the practice as a
pillar of the community. This will involve members in a quarterly
meeting for which they will be required to read prepared
documents. The group will also require a chairperson to
co-ordinate an agenda for each meeting.
Patient Association
We also plan to form a Patient Association. This group will have
fewer responsibilities than the Patient Participation Group, since
members can contribute remotely by completing surveys etc.
   If you are interested in either group, please email
admin.mmp@nhs.net or write to the practice, stating the role(s) in
which you would be most interested.
Medical Records for Children and Young People
There is a general assumption amongst our patients that parents
(or individual given parental responsibility) have access to their
child’s medical record or details about their clinical care until they
are the age of 16 or 18. This is in fact not the case.
   Children over the age of 12 are generally considered to have the
capacity to give or withhold consent to release medical records.
More specifically, those under 16 should demonstrate that they
have the capacity to make these decisions. Where the child is
considered to be capable, then their consent must be sought
before access is given to a third party, in this case the parent.
   Access can be refused by the health professional where they
consider that the child does not have capacity to give
consent/decline decisions. If the appropriate health professional
considers that a child patient is Gillick competent (i.e. has
sufficient maturity and understanding to make decisions about
disclosure of their records) then the child should be asked for his
or her consent before disclosure is given to someone with
parental responsibility.
   If the child is not Gillick competent and there is more than one
person with parental responsibility, each may independently
exercise their right of access.
   In all circumstances good practice dictates that a Gillick
competent child should be encouraged to involve parents or other
legal guardians in any treatment/disclosure decisions.
   MMP Practice Policy is to remove parental access to all those
who turn 14 unless we have written consent from the individual to
state otherwise.

   We would ask you to discuss this matter with your child and if
they want to progress ‘Proxy Access’ please down load the
application form using the following link:-
www.monkfieldpractice.co.uk/online-forms
Research Opportunities
Monkfield Medical Practice has now become a Royal College of
GPs and National Institutes for Health Research approved
research active practice.
   Medical research is vital to develop new treatments, improve old
ones, optimise healthcare systems, and ultimately improve our
health and economy. The UK is a world leader in medical
research partly due to general practices delivering high quality
research studies. We are excited to offer our community the
chance to get involved in research to allow access to cutting edge
healthcare, and to help push the frontiers of medicine. This is led
by GP Partner and academic at the University of Cambridge, Dr
Rakesh Modi, and administrated by Mrs Katie Bartlett.
   Patients of Monkfield Medical Practice may be contacted about
studies from time to time but you can contact the practice about
research opportunities listed on their website.

News and updates from
Monkfield Medical Practice

A Fathers words: Keeping our children close
   Our children are primary in our lives. Far more important than
possessions or houses. Ensure you take time to talk with your
children about any concerns they have.
   In particular any health-related Issues. Make sure they know to
come to you, and you are informed about any conditions they
may have. Ensure they know how much you care and support

them. Particularly if anyone says do not tell your parents about
this or that. That is exactly when (all things being normal) they
should immediately tell their parents about whatever it was.
   You as the parent are the safekeeper. Not some policy or
procedure. You love them, you care for them, and you need to
stay in the loop and be that person they can turn to for anything
and be able to help them according to knowledge.
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EDUCATION

Cambourne Village College reaches its tenth anniversary this
September, surrounded by construction work as six further
buildings are prepared for handover in the spring of 2024.
   These consist of four further teaching wings, a dining hall and
most of all a separate sixth form centre in September 2024. In
fact, the College has only been free of building plans or
construction for two of its ten years of opening, during which
we’ve grown tenfold from our tiny first intake of 132 Year 7 pupils,
to over 1,300 this August. Over the next five years, the school will
continue to expand as each new Year 7 admits more to a final roll
of 1650 in 2028; with up to 350 in the sixth form.
   When we opened in 2013, the College had only five full-time
staff with most of whom were shared with Comberton VC. With
around 200 now employed, Cambourne is lucky to have one of
the most skilful and committed set of teaching and support staff in
the country; as reflected not only in exam results which have
always been well above national averages, but also in the breadth
of extra-curricular sports, music, drama, art and other activities.
   And throughout this time, we’ve fully embraced our Village
College status, enjoying sharing our facilities with the community
on weekday evenings and at weekends.
   I retire at the end of this year, with sports days, school
productions, concerts and Activities Week rounding off the term

as usual: details of all these events and more are in our school
magazine, News@Cam, found on our website:
www.cambournevc.org
   I’ve been privileged to have led the development of the school
over the past ten years and thank our parents, Governors, the
Cambourne Village College Charitable Trust and the Town and
County Councils for their generous support over this time.
   From September, Mrs Lynn Mayes will lead as the new
Principal and I am sure the next phases of its development will be
equally exciting!

Claire Coates, Principal

CVC celebrates
10th anniversary

Year Three sleepover
The Vine Primary School:
It was the Year Three
Sleepover on the last friday
of June. The pupils had a
marvellous time playing a
variety of board games,
decorating a photo frame
and completing a treasure
hunt to discover the mystery
location of their snacks! They also enjoyed roasting marshmallows
over a campfire. Afterwards, they unpacked their sleeping bags and
settled down with a delicious hot chocolate and watched a film. When
the lights were turned off, a vast array of sounds could be heard from
the four classrooms, including giggling, shuffling and chatting before
all children were fast asleep.
   At crack of dawn everyone woke up and tucked into a delicious,
multi-course breakfast, packed up their belongings and headed home.
   “It was good, we had lots of fun. There were many different activities,
more than you could count.” (Renesmee)
   “My favourite part was the movie and snack because we stayed up
very late.” (Poppy)
   “I couldn’t pick a favourite bit because it was all so fun. There were
so many activities, so you could never get bored.” (Alexandria)
   Well done Year Three for a fantastic sleepover!
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Back Pain
Neck Pain
Joint Pain
Headaches
Muscle Spasm
Sports Injuries
Arthritis
& much more

In Pain? Let us help.
We are committed to giving an honest opinion,
effective treatment and good advice.

Appointments Mon-Fri
01223 598558

Regus, 1010 Cambourne 
Business Park, CB23 6DP

Book online: www.cambourneosteopaths.com
Email: practice@cambourneosteopaths.com

Helen@theadhdspecialist.co.uk
www.theadhdspecialist.co.uk

Helen Raynham CPsychol
Chartered Psychologist

ADHD THERAPY & COACHING 
ONLINE | CAMBRIDGESHIRE
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Chartered Psychologist
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INJURY OR PAIN HOLDING YOU BACK? 

Neck Pain 

Call: 07702 847036 

Sports Injuries 

Joint/Muscle Pain 
Chronic Pain 

Headaches/Dizziness 

enquiries@nebula-physio.co.uk 
www.nebula-physio.co.uk 
Regus Building, Cambourne, CB23 6DP 

Expert Physiotherapy, Acupuncture, 
Pilates and Nutri�onal Advice via 

Antenatal/Postnatal 

clinic or video appointments. 

Back Pain 

OPENING HOURS
Tuesday: 9am-6pm • Wednesday: 9am-6pm 

Thursday: 9am-8pm • alTernaTe saTurdays: 9am-4pm

unisex hairdressing salon • book early To avoid disappoinTmenT

01954 715750
WWW.bourn4hair.com

The dovecoTe, manor Farm, 
alms hill, bourn cb23 3sh

www.facebook.com/bourn4hair
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Wills  Lasting Power of Attorney  Trusts 
Generational Planning  Probate
Contact our office for a free no-obligation home visit.
Day and Evening appointments available.

www.cambridgewills.co.uk
E info@cambridgewills.co.uk
T 01954 787326

- quality service
guaranteed

-

-

Friendly,

Professional painting indoors
and outdoors

Handyman services

Contact: 07779
handymanjackson@outlook.com

125172

Friendly, local service at competitive rates
No Job Too Small

Why not call NOW to arrange a FREE estimate ?
 Simon Downes on 07846 717572 / 01954 781205

or e-mail simon@sdpm.biz
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ROTTEN, LEANING,
BROKEN FENCE POSTS FIXED

H A T T O N S
F E N C E  P O S T  R E P A I R

Fixed Price. Fully Inclusive of Labour & Materials

Visit www.hattonspostrepair.co.uk

Email hello@hattonspostrepair.co.uk
Call Now: 07724 115 263

S. B. Turf
Supplied and Laid

All overgrown gardens rotovated, cleared, levelled and 
laid with cultivated lawn turf

Turf collection available
Grass seeding and tree service also available

Block paving and patio service
All work carried out by experienced staff with 

recommendations and portfolios of work available
FREE ESTIMATES - 07966 523239 or 01487 740578

Domestic Cleaning Service
Experienced Thorough Reliable

Excellent References
Call Stu 07767146560

Shinycleanone@yahoo.co.uk

/�����/��/�	
/�	�
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- Complete House Renovations and Refurbishments -
- Extensions and Building work -
- Kitchen and Bathroom Fitting -

- Garage Construction and Conversions -
For a FREE QUOTATION 
Please contact 07591 595640 or 

home@greatcambourneconstruction.co.uk
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62.00

Paul Currell
Flooring Services
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood

Supply and Fitting
over 10 years experience

Call 07779 395826
for a FREE estimate 

*  UPVC Door &  
 Window Specialist 
*  Garage Doors
*  Safes fitted & opened
*  All work guaranteed
*  24hr Service
*  CRB/DBS checked

Locked Out! All locks opened, fitted, 
repaired and replaced.

Your Local Independent Locksmith

t_ 01954 202818
m_ 07784 240 970 

w_ www.redlocks.co.uk
e_ info@redlocks.co.uk

SERVICING CAMBOURNE & SURROUNDING AREAS
Student & OAP discount

Contact Paul or Martin for a free quotation on 
home@cambournecarpentry.co.uk or Tel: 07785 551224

Contact Paul or Martin on
home@cambournecarpentry.co.uk
for a free quotation 
or Tel: 07785 551224

“Very professional service, highly 
  recommended. Friendly team. On time 
    Left the workplace spotless”

“The work was performed on time and to a 
  high standard. We are very happy with 
    the results”

Composite and Timber decking supplied and fitted

Garden fences built and repaired

Laminate/engineered wood flooring laid

Kitchens and bathrooms fitted

Painting and Decorating to a high standard

Extensions, loft conversions and all building work

Skilled 
Carpentry and 
Joinery

Skilled Carpentry 
and Joinery

Composite and Timber decking supplied and fitted
Garden fences built and repaired
Laminate/engineered wood flooring laid
Kitchens and bathrooms fitted
Painting and Decorating to a high standard

Frank Plater - Electrician
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Full NICEIC Domestic Installer

Tel: 01480 432154 or 07976 797111

01480 493008
07961 505189
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Gas Safe Registration
No 215933

CAMBOURNE PLUMBINGCAMBOURNE PLUMBING
AND HEATINGAND HEATING

Installation - Maintenance - Servicing and Repairs
Telephone 07968 959208

01954 718730
Cambourne Resident Plumber

offering a reliable service

Complete Bathroom Installations
General Plumbing Repairs

Pipework and Drainage for Kitchen Appliances
Radiators and Towel Rails Installed

Power Flushing

INSTALLATIONS • REPAIRS •  SERVICING

07570 387 684 • 01480 830 329
www.jhalsteadplumbing.co.uk

CALL JOHN FOR A FREE QUOTE

585002
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Cambourne
Vehicle SerViceS

Tel: 01954 719039

The Drift, Bourn, Cambridge CB23 2TB

Free collection and delivery applies to the local area only

www.cambournevehicleservices.co.uk
info@cambournevehicleservices.co.uk

* SERVICING FOR ALL MAKES

* M.O.T’s (up TO 3.5 TONNES)

*  ExhAuST SySTEMS  
SuppLIEd ANd FITTEd

*  TyRE SERVICE - SuppLIEd 
ANd FITTEd

*  COuRTESy VEhICLE AVAILAbLE  
(by pRIOR ARRANGEMENT)

* AIR CONdITIONING SERVICE

All vehicle work 
undertAken

Free collection and delivery

Quality Vehicle maintenance 
adjusted to suit your pocket

GRAVELEY GARAGE
TEST CENTRE LTD

MOT WHILE U WAIT
CLASSES 1 2 3 4 5 7

Servicing to all makes of vehicle
• New bay for servicing motor bikes
• Tyres and Exhausts supplied and fitted
• Free courtesy cars
• Comfortable waiting area
• Free tea / coffee

Mon to Fri 8 to 6 - Sat 8 to 4
01480 830462 / 831058

HIGH STREET, GRAVELEY,
ST. NEOTS - PE19 6PL

enquiries@graveley-garage.co.uk
www.graveley-garage.co.uk

Produce this advert to get £4.00 OFF  
the current price of your MOT
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Advertising
Space

Available
IF YOU ARE

READING THIS
THEN SO COULD 

POTENTIAL
CUSTOMERS

janetpendrill@gmail.com

LETTING SPECIALISTS

• Are you looking to change agents but concerned by the paperwork?
• Not happy with the way things are going?
• Would like a change for the better?
• Or are just looking for some advice?

Stonebridge Estates will provide you with complete confidence within 
your lettings needs, whether it is fully managed or tenant find service 
please do not hesitate to contact us.

01480 290079  - sales@stonebridge-estates.co.uk

LET US HELP YOU
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COMMUNITY

It is famously said that ‘teachers have three loves – love for
learning, love for learners, and the love of bringing the two
together’.
   To acknowledge and honour this love as per ethos of Hindu
values system, Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS) Cambridge
Ramanujan shakha (branch) successfully organised its 3rd
‘Shikshak Vandan Divas’ (translates to ‘Teacher’s Appreciation
Day’) on 6th July at the Cambourne Village College.
   The event was graced by esteemed teachers from various
primary and secondary schools in and around Cambridge. The
celebration was marked by performances by the children, who
sang traditional Hindu mantras, as well as demonstrated the
unique games which are played weekly in shakha. Everyone
found them enjoyable and engaging - not to mention, the
teachers were the ones standing tall at the end of each game –
should we be surprised? Not at all!!
   The teachers were then felicitated individually by their students
to express their heartfelt gratitude for helping shape their
learning and development.
   The evening ended with sharing of thoughts, ideas and mutual
appreciation over delicious homemade food prepared by shakha
families. It was heartening to receive some wonderful feedback
on this initiative from the teachers and parents present on the
occasion. We hope to continue the tradition in the years to come.

Teacher Appreciation Day

Many elderly residents in our area no longer
drive, sometimes limiting their ability to go on
outings and enjoy quality time with friends.
   Cambourne Community Minibus has been
providing numerous happy, monthly trips,
spreading joy and creating memorable experiences
for everyone involved. The sight of smiling faces

and the sound of laughter echoing through the
minibus as our community members embark on
these trips is truly heartwarming.
   It brings a renewed sense of happiness and
vitality to their lives.
   To request a community trip, please feel free to
contact shrobona@gmail.com or 07852753216

Cambourne
Community
Minibus
brings joy
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RELAS: more planes
equals more problems
RELAS (Reject Luton Airport Stacking) has reiterated their
message to keep complaining about the CO2 emissions from
the existing flights, which are affecting the environment and
the lifestyles of the residents.

Since February 2022 our rural and quiet countryside has been
spoilt by the introduction of large numbers of passenger and
freight aircraft, daily. There is no respite from this audible and
visible blight which disturbs many in the area as a direct result of
the imposition of the poorly considered programme, Air
Deployment 6 (AD6); which was never about safety but simply
about the expansion of Luton and Stansted airports. As you are
aware, the Post-Implementation Review (PIR) closes on 22
September 2023, following which Civil Aviation Authority (CAA)
will evaluate the feedback and objections before signing AD6 as
permanent. It is very likely that you have noticed the significant
increase in the number of jet flights over our region, as post-
pandemic flights and summer holidays are returning.
   Southern regions like Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire and
Huntingdonshire have been significantly affected. It is clear that
the consultation process was deeply flawed. The consequential
impact of AD6 was not disclosed, such as the increased use of
the region's airspace that is not relevant to Luton or Stansted.
Night flights in particular were not mentioned. The noise of the jets
braking for a quick descent were deliberately omitted from all data
analysis. This has been highlighted by aviation experts saying the
poor design of AD6 by requiring rapid "scrubbing of altitude" and
direction from the airline operators to their pilots which is
acknowledged as bad practice.
   Since March 2022, our local authority representatives have tried
to meet and address the public complaints with the programme
sponsors, London Luton Airport (LLA); National Air Traffic Service
(NATS), and the oversight body, the CAA. It is apparent that these

bodies have refused to engage constructively and deal with
residents, councillors or MPs. This is very frustrating as LLA and
CAA deal with the complaints which is wholly inappropriate and
unethical. The PIR was extended to 22 September 2023, thanks
to the efforts of local MPs who debated the topic with the
Transport Minister in January 2023. The LLA is 85 years old and
intends to expand its operations, which means as many as 21
hours a day and a new passenger terminal to accommodate an
increase in passenger numbers. It is not too late to reverse
these changes, a review is ongoing and due to complete in
September 2023. A campaign to improve or abandon AD6 is
gathering pace and now has the support of a few local MPs.
   RELAS was formed to oppose these changes and in addition to
raising public awareness and engaging local MPs, is campaigning
to get the AD6 abandoned or re-designed. The effects of noise
pollution on health is significant, including irritation, stress,
cognitive impairment, sleep disturbance and cardiovascular
disease. Local MP Anthony Brown used a parliamentary debate
on AD6 to highlight several cases of constituents whose health
has been seriously affected.
   Join facebook.com/groups/relas.ad6. Check for news and latest
information on www.relas.uk and email queries to info@relas.uk.
Visit change.org/p/stop-luton-airport-aircraft-noise and sign the
petition to oppose AD6. Note: any donations go to the petition
hosts, change.org, not RELAS.
   While it is most important to ensure that your household makes
at least one complaint if you are disturbed by noise, it is
worthwhile repeating the process for additional interuptions. This
could take the form of a specific email (copied to all parties)
combined with an entry on LLA’s website. Include details of the
times when you were disturbed. Further emails could refer to your
initial email. The total number of complaints will assist in indicating
the magnitude of the problem and such evidence will be
considered in the review process for AD6.
   Tell your friends and neighbours about this campaign. Attend
any public meetings and surgeries and make your views known. If
you have any expertise please consider helping RELAS.

Dear Editor, Last month Anthony Browne
MP talked about the work he had done in
getting Cambourne a station on the East
West rail line, but acknowledged that
EWR's proposals were proving
controversial. Having good transport
infrastructure is important for this area.
However, do people in Cambourne and
the surrounding district realise just how
much the population might grow with the
coming of EWR?
   Cambourne was originally planned as
three villages, but is now forecast in the
Local Plan to grow to about 28,000

people by 2041, but with no housing
planned for north of the A428.
   However, the Local Plan takes no
account of paying for EWR.
   EWR's latest report estimates that, with
a station, Cambourne could grow by an
EXTRA 53,400 people. Did you ever
envisage the possibility of your village
developing into a town of more than

80,000 people? EWR says that putting
the station north of the A428 would not
constrain development, although it would
be separated from the village of
Cambourne. So the beautiful countryside
where you can presently walk and cycle
will be lost to the thousands of houses
that will be required to house these extra
bodies and the scale of development will
pose an existential threat to villages such
as Elsworth and Knapwell, while
Cambourne would become a huge town
split by a four lane trunk road and a four
track rail line. Is this really a future we
want? Peter Deer, Chair Elsworth
Parish Council and Geoff Clark, Chair
Knapwell Parish Meeting

East West Rail
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The spirit of scientific inquiry was alive and thriving in
Cambourne as the 8th annual Science Exhibition took centre
stage featuring an impressive showcase of homemade
science experiments and ideas by 60 enthusiastic children.
   The event, organised by CamCare UK, captivated the young
participants and garnered widespread public attention, elevating
the exhibition's standard to new heights. The young scientists,
aged 5 to 16, presented their meticulously designed experiments
passionately and confidently, leaving the audience in awe of their
creativity and curiosity at Cambourne Hub on 25th June.
   Dr. Shrobona Bhattacharya, the CamCare UK chair, expressed
her pride in the budding scientists and their groundbreaking
contributions to the event. "Each year, we see an incredible
improvement in the quality and originality of the projects
presented at our Science Exhibition," she remarked.
   "This year, the bar has been raised even higher, and the
dedication shown by these children is truly inspiring."
   "Investing in STEM education is crucial to the development of
our country," stated Dr. Sujit Bhattacharya, a Space Scientist and
Mentor of Cambourne Electronics and Robotics Club (the

academy of CamCare UK). "By encouraging the youth to engage
in scientific exploration and problem-solving from an early age,
we are laying the foundation for a future workforce that can drive
innovation, push boundaries, and address the challenges of our
time."
   Dr. Christian Lautenschlager, a proud parent of one of the
young exhibitors, beamed with joy as he spoke about his son's
journey. "Ever since he joined the Cambourne Electronics and
Robotics Club, my son's fascination with science has reached
new heights," he exclaimed. "Neil's passion for science has
grown exponentially, and he takes immense pleasure in sharing
his ingenious ideas and new experiments with fellow enthusiasts.
His unyielding enthusiasm to pave the way as a future generation
scientist has only intensified."
   Another parent, Mr Balan, felt his children are spending more
time with the parents at home after school due to making various
Science projects together. "Our children are now spending quality
time with the computer; they are busy researching various
problem-solving scientific innovations," said Mr Soumya Ranjan
Patel, father of twins who go to the Cambourne Village College.
   The positive impact of such initiatives on the community was
evident in the growing interest in STEM subjects among
Cambridgeshire's youth. Several parents appreciated the CERC
and CamCare UK's efforts and acknowledged the transformation
they had witnessed in their children's enthusiasm for science.
   Photographs by Mrs Joanna Patterson.

STEM Education for future STEM
Employment - Cambourne
Science Festival was a big hit
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Cambourne Electronics and Robotics Club (CERC), the
academic wing of local charity CamCare UK,  has been
honoured with the esteemed STEM Initiative of the Year
Award at the prestigious Cambridge Independent Science
and Technology Awards 2023.
   This recognition is a testament to the exceptional dedication,
enthusiasm, and creativity exhibited by every student member of
our club. Their unwavering commitment to expanding their
knowledge in STEM beyond the confines of their school
curriculum has been truly outstanding. They have also
showcased their skills through exceptional performances in
numerous national competitions, volunteered at various events,
delivered captivating demonstrations at the Cambourne Science
Festival, and demonstrated digital leadership in their respective
schools.
   We extend our deepest gratitude to our incredible team of
coaches, supportive parents, the Town Council, and our valued
sponsors. Their unwavering support has played an instrumental
role in propelling our STEM club to become one of the most
esteemed and influential in the country.
   This recognition reinforces our commitment to fostering a
culture of curiosity, innovation, and excellence in STEM
education. We firmly believe in the power of nurturing young
minds and empowering them to become the next generation of
trailblazers, pioneers, and problem solvers in the world of science

and technology.
   Looking ahead, we are excited about the future possibilities and
the potential impact we can make with the support of
researchers, companies, and other supporters. Together, we can
continue to ignite a passion for STEM, create meaningful
opportunities for learning and growth, and shape a brighter future
for our youth.
   Join us on this remarkable journey and help us make a lasting
difference in the lives of young learners. Let's collaborate and
drive transformative initiatives that will pave the way for a thriving
STEM ecosystem!
  Please contact Dr. Shrobona Bhattacharya at
shrobona@gmail.com for more information.
Website: www.camcare.uk/cerc

CERC wins Best STEM
Initiative Award
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During the Wimbledon finals weekend on July 15th and
16th, Tennis Club Head Coach Toby Jackson played 24 hours
of Tennis for the Melanoma UK charity! Despite gale-force
winds, there were many players on the courts throughout the
24hrs and we want to give a huge shoutout to those hardy folk
who played between midnight and 8 am ... an incredible
commitment!
   We still can't believe the quality of the points played at 4am!
Thanks to everyone who helped organise beforehand, on the
day, and clearing up afterwards. Thank you to the families that
made cakes/cookies, key chains, or provided the BBQ food, all
to sell and raise money for charity! The BBQ ran on Saturday
evening and Sunday morning to give players and their
audience enough energy to keep going. Many thanks also to
the Co-op and Morrisons, who kindly donated food; as well as
everyone who has sponsored the players or donated directly to
the amazing charity Melanoma UK. Your generous donations -
over £2,500 - will help Melanoma UK give patients and their
families much-needed support during the difficult times when
diagnosised and increase the UK's awareness of Melanoma
and its prevention.
   Are you keen to get into Tennis? We are a friendly,

inclusive club offering plenty of tennis options for ages 5 to 105
at all levels, including social play, team matches, and coaching
(coaching fees apply). Our memberships are super value,

ranging from £15 for Mini Members to £145 for a Family.
These give unlimited access to 5 floodlit courts for a whole
year. Further details: clubspark.lta.org.uk/CambourneLTC and
click on MEMBERSHIP.

24hr tennis marathon raises £2,500 for Melanoma UK

Lucy Purvey (née McDowell) spoke to
me about her new book and the
motivation behind it.
   She has lived in Cambourne for 8 years
and has been interested in writing for as
long as she can remember. Having
retired, she looked for something to do
and eventually joined the local 'Words for
Pleasure' group that meets regularly in
Cambourne library.
   There, she was greatly encouraged by
the leader, Pat Callaghan, and has written
many poems and rhymes, some of which
have been published in local papers.
   When I asked Lucy why she wrote the
book, she told me that, in effect, the book
wrote itself!  She was on a walk round
Cambourne and gradually the idea formed
in her head until it was ready to be written
down when she returned home.  The story
is intended for 6-9 year olds, the ages of
her own grandchildren, and it has strong
educational themes including ambition,
hero-worship and inclusivity.

   It was the first book Lucy had written for
children - having previously written short
stories for adults - and she told me she
was inspired by Julia Donaldson, of whom
she is a great admirer.
   On re-reading the story, after a life-time
in education, and determined not to
'dumb-down' for children, Lucy replaced
some words with more interesting and
challenging ones, such as 'injudicious',
'aristocratic' 'truffles' and 'forage', which
she hoped might spark an interest in and
love of words such as she has enjoyed.
   Lucy's early life was on a farm,
surrounded by animals and she found that
the main character for her book, Quintus
Porker, appeared in her imagination
ready-made, probably from those early
experiences.
   This is the first of many stories she has
written, all based on the hero, Quintus.
Each story has a different subject, such as
'The French Lesson', 'The importance of
Water', 'the School Quiz', and she told me

she would love to think that parents and
educators will find a lot to talk about in her
first children's story, entitled 'The
Adventures and Education of Quintus
Porker'

Interview by Fran Panrucker

Local author has first book published
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Cambourne cricket is
accessible to everyone!

Cambourne Cricket Club: In light of the recent ICEC report,
Cambourne Cricket Club reiterates its commitment to ensuring that
the sport we love is a game for all. We are passionate about
getting more people involved in the game, and are proud of work
such as our community taster sessions run in partnership with
Cambs Cricket / Living Sport during the pandemic, as well as a
tournament for five state schools in July 2021, in honour of our
partner, The MindEd Trust. We are also delighted to host Allstars
(5-8 yo) and Dynamos (8-11 yo) programmes, with another
successful year coming to a close at Lower Cambourne in July,
with 48 young people participating in the eight-week course.
   Allstars Activator Joe Worth said "It's been another enjoyable
year of the sessions, watching brand-new players experience
cricket for the first time and growing skills and confidence over the
weeks is fantastic. It's also great to see the returning children
developing their play, and several of the Dynamos have been
playing for Cambourne teams at under-10 and under-13 league
level. Both groups will return in May 2024, but we say goodbye
and thank you to Pete Kirsch who has been an Activator for
several years and dedicated so much energy and time to training."
   Our girls set-up also continues to flourish, with an under-11 team
entered into the CYCA league and currently holding a 100% win
rate! In addition, Cambourne CC has ambitions to launch open-
age women’s teams – we would therefore like to invite all those
who are interested in participating to email us at
cambournecc@gmail.com, as we look to facilitate informal
sessions in the first instance.
   There is still a long way to go to ensure that cricket is accessible
to all, and we are keen to play our part in making this a reality.
New members are always welcome, so do get in touch!

Fancy a game of Bowls?
Cambourne Bowls Club currently sits 6th
in the business houses open division,
having won 3 of their 5 games. The Green
remains open throughout the summer with
club nights 5.30-7pm Mondays and
Thursdays. New members are always
welcome. If you have any questions then please pop along
one evening or email Cambournebowls@gmail.com or contact
Stuart Palmer on 07860654057
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CTFC hosts Men's Tournament and new players sought
Cambourne Town FC hosted its first Men’s Tournament last
month which featured 8 local adult teams from across the
county. The competition started with a group stage followed by
a Quarter-Final, Semi-Final & the Final which was played
between ‘The Young Ones’ & Chatteris Town. Chatteris Town
came out on top after a very ruthless display in the Final and
showed their quality throughout the Tournament! Also credit to
our own Cambourne Town team who lost narrowly in the Semi-
Final stage!
   Thank you to all the teams who entered and competed in the
right spirit! We look forward to hosting the Tournament again
next year to see who will be the 2024 Champion?

We're looking for additional players for the 2023/24 season:
U15 team - looking for new experienced players for the new
season
Men's Sunday team
U8 Girls (Year 3 from Sep)
U9 Girls (Year 4 from Sep)
U11 Girls Blues (Year 6 from Sep)
Interested? Register via our website by selecting ‘Register to
Play’.
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CTFC is Cambs FA's Grassroots Club of the Year 2023
Cambourne Town Football Club is delighted
to announce it is Cambridgeshire FA's
Grassroots Club of the Year for 2023.
   The award came on the same day that our
Under 13 Reds team coach Mark King was also
recognised as Cambridgeshire FA's New
Volunteer of the Year.
  Just two seasons into our formation the award
recognises the success of the initiative to bring
together the foundation clubs under one
structure and how the newly formed committee,
coaching groups, and teams have built on those
solid foundations.
   Our club survives and runs through the efforts
of its volunteers and is only as good as they
are. The club award is very gratefully received

and is a testament to what can be
accomplished when people come together and
promote cooperation and where needed
compromise to achieve goals bigger than their
own. We want to thank Cambridgeshire FA for
this recognition along with the Town Council's
support. Mark's award is fantastic news. His
enthusiasm and dedication have been there for
everyone to see since he took on his coaching
role, ensuring the team could continue.
   If you can spare your time to help the club
continue to thrive in the future, we are always
keen to engage new volunteers; so please
contact clubsec@cambournetownfc.org.uk if
you want to be a part of Cambridgeshire's
Number 1 Grassroots Club!

CTFC achievements
 Numbers remain healthy with over 750 registered players
 Two new Development Centres covering U7 - U10 age groups

for children where we cannot accommodate players into teams,
thus supporting ongoing player development

 Ladies team had their best ever league finish and promotion to
division 2

 Men’s Saturday team finished 5th in their league
 The Mens Sunday team won the Cambs FA Mens Sunday

League Cup and finished 4th in their league
 U15 Blue team secured promotion with a 2nd place league

Goodbye and thank you to:
Thank you to our Secretary, Richard Brown, who has stood down
after occupying this role for the club’s first two seasons. He
dedicated a great deal of time and commitment to operate and
sustain the club in its formative years.
   Our Girls’ and Women’s Secretary Chris Williamson, who has
done a tremendous amount to kick start and develop girls’ and
women’s game; is also standing down after many years.
   We are indebted to both Richard and Chris and thank them for
all their efforts.
   Goodbye and congrats to the following teams who have ended
this season: U10 Red Dragons, U11 Pumas, U12 Whites, U14
Girls, U16 Girls. Thank you to the coaches who are finishing their
time with us, you have given the children so much and lots of
memories they will treasure.

2nd July was junior Trophy Day, with fun for all the family.
Food, drink, bouncy castles, and soak the coach competitions
were on offer. Many families brought picnics to celebrate the day
as each team had a presentation ceremony with their teammates
and coaches. The club also welcomed a film crew on behalf of the
FA who captured the spirit of the club as we celebrated the
‘Cambs FA Grassroots Club of the Year’ award.


